
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 5 April 2006] 

 p1169c-1170a 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

MINERALS AND ENERGY RESEARCH AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr F.M. Logan (Minister for Science and Innovation), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister.   

Second Reading 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.26 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
The principal act that this bill proposes to amend is the Minerals and Energy Research Act 1987.  That act 
established the Minerals and Energy Research Institute of Western Australia, the function of which is to 
encourage the development of the minerals and energy industries for the benefit of the state by fostering and 
promoting all aspects of minerals and energy research.  The institute is funded from consolidated revenue and 
attracts industry sponsorship of research on a better than a two to one ratio to government funds.  In May 2002, a 
review of the institute and the act was undertaken in response to the report of the Machinery of Government 
Taskforce.  The recommendations of the review were endorsed by cabinet in November 2002, and the proposed 
amendments to the act are designed to facilitate the implementation of those recommendations. 

The significant changes in the amendment package are designed to assist in developing the capacity of Western 
Australian institutions to undertake minerals and energy research, strengthen the function of the institute and 
structure the membership of the board, and make its operation more relevant and flexible.  This will be achieved 
by giving the minister the powers to ensure that the board and the Minerals Research Advisory Committee of the 
Minerals and Energy Institute of Western Australia are appropriately represented from the resources and 
research sectors.   

The amendments to the act will specify the background and experience of appointees; increase the number of 
board members from four to five to allow effective representation from key sectors; require at least one board 
member to have current or recent experience in the petroleum industry, one in the minerals industry and one in 
the research sector; limit the consecutive tenure of board members to 10 years; and, allow the appointment of an 
acting board chairman from board members.  Other amendments in the bill will ensure that the operation of the 
institute is more relevant and flexible by replacing the term “patents and registration of industrial design” with 
the term “intellectual property”; permitting the acceptance of gifts that can be appropriately used to enhance the 
function of the institute; recognising the place of modern telecommunications technology in meeting procedure 
and attendance; defining the authority and expenditure limits when the institute engages professional or technical 
assistance; and requiring the Minerals and Energy Research Act 1987 to be reviewed every five years after this 
amendment bill comes into operation.   

The amendments contained in this bill reflect the recommendations of the May 2002 review and are supported 
by the current members of the board and key stakeholders.  These changes will assist in improving the 
effectiveness of the operation of the Minerals and Energy Research Institute of Western Australia.  I commend 
the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Dr G.G. Jacobs. 
 


